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Mission 
The journal’s mission is to publish research on adult basic and secondary education and 

transitions to college and career programs. It informs practitioners, researchers, policy makers, 

and funders about best practices in adult literacy, numeracy, and English language education in 

publicly funded, community- and volunteer-based programs in a wide range of contexts. Each 

issue will consist of research articles plus other content of interest to readers (e.g., resource 

reviews, opinion pieces, reports from the field, etc.).  

 

Adult Literacy Education seeks to publish research of all types and critical essays, philosophical 

and theoretical pieces, and other scholarly work of relevance to individuals working in the adult 

basic education and literacy field. Articles should address an upcoming theme or topics of 

interest to the field, including but not limited to distance learning and technology, instructional 

strategies and tactics, program improvement, historical research, policy impact research, etc.  

The journal is published three times a year, Winter, Summer, and Fall. 

 

 

Ethics Statement 

The ALE journal is committed to ensuring integrity in all aspects of the review and publication 

process. It follows the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidance and guidelines in cases 

of suspected ethics violations or ethics complaints on the part of editors, reviewers, authors, or 

the publisher. For more information, please visit the COPE website, 

https://publicationethics.org/ 

 

 

Author Guidelines  

Click here to view the author guidelines and article specifications. 

  

https://publicationethics.org/
https://info.proliteracy.org/hubfs/ALE%20Journal/ALEAuthorGuidelines.pdf


 

 

Review Process 

All research articles are subject to double-blind peer review by three consulting editors or other 

specialists, as appropriate. Authors’ identities are concealed from reviewers, and vice versa. The 

review process generally takes about three months. Articles are evaluated on the basis of their 

general coherence and writing, the methodology (if a research article), and the grounding of 

findings and/or conclusions in the research. 

 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Prospective authors should consider the following strategies in preparing manuscripts for Adult 
Literacy Education:  
 

• Study this portion and its sections on guidelines to ensure that your manuscript 
falls within the scope of the journal and meets the stylistic requirements.  
• Consider the “Review Criteria” section in developing and crafting your 
manuscript.  
• Study back issues of ALE focusing especially on articles of purpose and form 
similar to your manuscript.  

 
Technical and Stylistic Requirements  
 
For the editorial process to begin, all submissions must meet the following requirements.  
 

• Typed copy: Submit typed, double-spaced copy with numbered pages, using 

one -inch margins on all sides. Please submit all typed manuscript documents in 

Microsoft Word format (.doc or .docx).  

• Title page: On the title page, indicate the following: title of paper; full name(s) 

of author(s), author titles and institutional affiliations, postal addresses, phone 

numbers, fax numbers, and email addresses; brief acknowledgement of the 

contribution of colleagues or students, if warranted; and date of submission. Please 

indicate the corresponding author.  

• Text: Repeat a shortened version of the title of the manuscript (a running head) 

on the top of each page of the text. The name of the author(s) must not appear on 

any page, other than through standard reference usage.  

• Stylistic requirements: Manuscripts submitted to ALE must be grammatically 

correct and stylistically consistent. ALE uses the most current version of the 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Consult this 

publication for rules governing references and citations as well as other elements of 

grammar and style.  

 

 



 

 

Authors may only submit manuscripts that are original work and have not been accepted for 

publication by another periodical. Articles (including tables, figures, photographs, and other 

illustrative material) may not infringe on the copyright or statutory rights of others or contain 

libelous statements. Please note, ProLiteracy is indemnified against costs, expenses, and 

damages arising from any breach of the foregoing in regard to the manuscript.  

 

Manuscripts submitted to Adult Literacy Education should not be under consideration for 

publication by any other journals, nor should they have been published previously in any form. A 

paper may, however, have been presented at a meeting or conference. After acceptance, a 

paper may not be published elsewhere without written permission from ProLiteracy.  

  

Self-citation  

Double-blind peer review is important to Adult Literacy Education. We take great measures in 

ensuring a fair review process.  
 

If possible, remove any reference to works by the authors of the manuscript. Otherwise, refer to 

your own work by removing your name(s) and replace it with the appropriate formula below, 

where AUTHOR 2 is the second author of the manuscript and [date] is the publication date of 

the reference.  
 

For a single authored source: 
 

AUTHOR 1. ([date]) (publication details withheld for anonymity)  

 

AUTHOR 2. ([date]) (publication details withheld for anonymity)  

 

For a source with two authors:  
 

AUTHOR 3 & ANOTHER. ([date]) (publication details withheld for anonymity)  

 

For a source with three or more authors:  
 

AUTHOR 1 & OTHERS. ([date]) (publication details withheld for anonymity)  

 

These references should be listed alphabetically in the reference list under “AUTHOR”—not 

where authors' own name(s) would fall.  

 

In-text citations should correspond to the reference list.  
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The journal is indexed and abstracted in the ERIC Institute of Education Services: 

https://eric.ed.gov/?q=Adult+Literacy+Education&pr=on&ft=on&ff1=souAdult+Literacy+Educati
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Copyright Permission: Permission request to photocopy or otherwise reproduce material 

published in this journal should be submitted to marketing@proliteracy.org.  
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