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SPECIAL ISSUE - CALL FOR PAPERS

ADVANCING ADULT SKILLS THROUGH
TECHNOLOGY, RESEARCH, AND PRACTICE

Anticipated publication: Early 2028

Guest Editors: Jen Vanek, JSI Research and Training Institute, World Education initiative

Stephanie Cronen, American Institutes for Research

Overview

The CREATE Adult Skills Network, funded by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) and led by the American Institutes for Research
in partnership with World Education and Jobs for the Future, connects researchers, practitioners, and other partners to design and
test technology-based tools that help adults build foundational skills and achieve academic attainment. Working within adult education
contexts, CREATE studies what works, who it works for, and why; producing high-quality research that is grounded in real adult learning
environments.

This special issue of Adult Literacy Education: The International Journal of Literacy, Language, and Numeracy will feature research and
findings from the CREATE Adult Skills Network and related research conducted beyond the Network.. The issue will highlight how tech-
nology-based tools are designed, implemented, and evaluated, along with the broader challenges of teaching adults, including real-world
program contexts, the range of learner needs variability, and the constraints of doing research in these settings.

We seek submissions that connect research, practice, and policy to advance understanding of technology-based learning for adults, as
well as challenges related to research in adult education settings.

Topics of Interest

We welcome submissions that draw on CREATE projects, related research on technology-based learning tools, or broader viewpoints
addressing challenges and opportunities in adult education research. Topics may include, but are not limited to, the following:

Intervention Design and Implementation
e  Design and development of technology-supported interventions for adult learners
e Digital literacy, Al, and integration of technology in instruction
e Implementation challenges and adaptations in authentic adult education settings
e  Sustaining and supporting the adoption of effective interventions

Learner Outcomes and Equity
e  Strategies for supporting learner engagement, persistence, and completion
e Measurement and assessment of adult skills in technology-mediated environments
e  Equity, access, and digital inclusion in adult learning contexts

Partnerships and Systems Change
e  Practitioner-researcher collaboration and co-design
e  Partnerships across adult education, workforce, and postsecondary systems

Research Methods and Field Learning
e  Methodological innovations for research in adult education
e Insights from conducting rigorous research in adult education settings

Submissions that explicitly connect findings to implications for practice, policy, or future research are especially encouraged.



Types of Submissions

This special issue will include:
e Research Articles
e Reports from the Field

e Viewpoints

For detailed submission guidelines, please visit: https://www.proliteracy.org/ale-journal/

All submissions will undergo double-blind peer review.

Submission Process and Timeline

To support a coordinated and high-quality special issue, the following timeline will guide the submission and review process:

Phase 1: Expression of Interest and Early Feedback (Optional)
e September 15,2026 - Submit Letter of Intent (LOI) (optional)
- Brief description of proposed manuscript (500-750 words)
e December 1, 2026 - Submit full draft for optional editorial feedback
- Guest editors provide formative guidance prior to peer review

Phase 2: Formal Submission and Peer Review
e February 15, 2027 — Submit full manuscript for peer review
e March-May 2027 - Peer review process
- Reviewers recruited and assigned
- Double-blind review conducted
e June 15, 2027 - Initial decisions returned
- Accept, revise, and resubmit; or decline

Phase 3: Revision and Final Acceptance
e August 15, 2027 - Revised manuscripts due
e September-October 2027 - Final review and decisions
e October 31, 2027 - Final manuscripts accepted for publication

Phase 4: Production
e November-December 2027 - Copyediting and author review
e January 2028 - Proofing by authors
e Early 2028 - Publication of special issue

Additional Notes
e If submissions exceed available space, guest editors will work with journal editors to prioritize accepted manuscripts for inclu-
sion in the special issue.
e All manuscripts accepted through peer review will be published in an issue of the journal, though not all may appear in the
special issue.
e  Guest editors will contribute an introduction to the special issue (not peer reviewed).

Submission and Contact Information

Please submit manuscripts and inquiries to:
e ALEJournal@proliteracy.org

For questions about the special issue, contact:
e Jen Vanek: jen_vanek@worlded.org

e Stephanie Cronen: scronen@air.org

e Journal editors: ALEJournal@proliteracy.org
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